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1. Applicant's election of Group I, claims 1-20 with traverse oh December 26, 2006 
is noted by the examiner. Since no reason was given for the traverse, this is being 
treated as an election without traverse. Claims 21-57 are withdrawn from consideration. 

2. The use of the trademark Terocore has been noted in this application. It 
should be capitalized wherever it appears and be accompanied by the generic 
terminology. 

Although the use of trademarks is permissible in patent applications, the 
proprietary nature of the marks should be respected and every effort made to prevent 
their use in any manner which might adversely affect their validity as trademarks. 

3The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
« the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4.Claims 1 and 3-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 

over Czaplicki et al. (6,787,579). Czaplicki et al. teach or suggest the basic claimed 

method of creating an article of manufacture including providing a structural epoxy foam 

material, providing a catalyst (column 5, line 42), mixing the structural epoxy foam resin 

material with the catalyst, thereby creating a certain mixture, creating or providing a 

mold (note the reference to the choice of mold cavity shape and dimension at column 7, 

lines 35 and 36), and placing the certain mixture within the mold. It is well known to 

allow such a mixture to harden within a mold, and such would have been obvious to one 

of ordinary skill in the art in order to cause the article to "set" in a desired shape. 
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Czaplicki et al. teach the use of an amine (column 5Jine 24). as in claim 3. 
providing a source of gas, as in claim 4, and it is submitted that the exothermic reaction 
described at column 3. lines 39-42 causes the gas to be heated. Czaplicki et al. teach 
at column 2. line 49 that a physical blowing agent is preferably used and air and carbon 
dioxide, as in claims 7 and 8, are well known physical blowing agents and the use of 
either would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art in order to create a 
foam. Vibration, as in claim 5, is also well known and would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art to enhance mixing. Claims 9-12 appear to be essentially 
statements of intended uses for the articles manufactured, rather than manipulative 
steps used to distinguish "method" claims over prior art. Please check the spelling with 
regard to "over*' in claim 12. 

S.CIaim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Czaplicki et al. as applied to claimi and 3-12 above, and further in view of Harrison et 
al. (H2047). Harrison et al. teach the aspect of using Terocore to form a shaped article 
at column 7, lines 54-59. Given this teaching, it would have been obvious to use such a 
formulation in the method of Czaplicki et al. in order to form an epoxy-based article of 
desired shape. 

e.Claims 13-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Drake et al. (4,131 ,481 ). Drake et al. disclose or suggest the basic claimed method of 
creating an article of manufacture, the method including providing a syntactic cement 
material (column 2. lines 12-36), providing a catalyst or curing agent, mixing the 
syntactic cement material with the catalyst or curing agent to create a certain mixture. 
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providing or creating a mold, and placing the mixture within the mold (column 2, lines 
42-45). It is well known to allow a mixture to cure within a mold and such would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill In the art in order to cause the mixture to "set" in a 
desired shape. 

Drake et al. disclose the presence of water and acrylic, in the mixture, as in 
claims 14 and 15, and the addition of spheres into the mixture (column 2, line 34), as in 
claim 16. Incorporation of spheres of the "micro" variety is well known and would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art in order to form a conventional syntactic 
foam. Clkaims 17-20 appear to be essentially statements of intended uses for the 
articles manufactured rather than manipulative steps used to distinguish "method" 
claims over prior art. 

7.Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Allan Kuhns whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1202. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Thursday from 7:00 to 
5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christina Johnson, can be reached on (571) 272-1 176. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Infomnation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
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Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

ALUNR.KUHNS ' . .^^z- 
I^RIMARY EXAMINER 

3-3-07 



